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to drink liquor, drink but drink at least as an offering to the Lord; Have you
determined to commit suicide; if compelling, offer it as a ritual to the lord at
such and such a place'.
This is what I have thought about such customs. Immediately on
my arrival at Prayag, I arranged for the payment of Rs. 80 at the Dharoga
cutcherry, obtained 80 chits and arranged for the tonsuring of all the Brahmins
and others formed who formed part of my retinue. The next day I discovered
36 Brahmins among Andhras and Maharashtras, and taking the assistance of
eight Brahmins thirthasradhams were gone through. These ceremonies
were performed in special sheds put up for me intheTriveni river bed beneath
the Fort walls. Each Brahmin was given a gift of a rupee. The Brahmins
were happy with this 'dakshina'. The nine Sradhams performed by me
required 36 Brahmins at the rate of one for Viswadevara, one for Pitruvargam,
one for Mata-Mahavargam, one for Karanyams and four Brahmins for a full
ceremony.
The next day I performed Pitrukarmas on the banks of the Triveni as
I had not performed these ceremonies in the Mahalaya pakshams on the way.
This was according to the principles "Vrischikadarshan, Yanti, Nirasha,
Pitrogataha". The next day I arranged for the performance ofTirtha-sradhams
by my retinue of eight brahmins. The next day was Vidiya and 'Yamadhru-
tiyatam5 and I therefore had a bath in the river Yamuna. The Prayagavali
women folk follow Ranivasam customs. I therefore arranged for the accom-
panying of 12 Telugu and Maharashtra women (Suvasinis) who kept
the company of my wife according to the custom here.
The abhyangana bath, wearing of new clothes, and new bangles were
gone through by all. My lady then reached the Triveni Sangamam with
pipes and drums and among 'svasthi vachanas' I arranged for her Venidanam.
Immediately after this, a feast was given to 50 persons in the Ghappara
'Kottayis5 or sheds.
These 'Chappara Kottayis' were fixed up for me by a Bania at a rent
of Rs. 26. Spending another ten rupees three sheds in the shape of the
Tamil alphabet ' Paana ' of 40 feet long and a 1.6 feet broad were put up
by me. They were very pleasing Kottayis. The Bania who gave these
Ghapparas also opened a shop here. We purchased all provisions from him.
The baniyas put up thousands of Chapparasto meet the need of the people
in the month of Makaran and charge a rent of 4 annas per foot in addition
to forcing them to purchase provisions with them only. Chapparas of
this kind are available in large numbers. I halted at Dwarakadas
DE^miashala from which one gets a view of Triveni at all times. As long as
I stayed here, I used to go the Chapprah in the morning, stay there till evening
and tltei return to the Dharmashala. I gifted 2 annas each for each house
of prayagav^lis and ghattis here; in all 1100 families received this gift and were